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The church of St Michael the Archangel at Shalfleet is an 
exceptional Grade 1 listed building.  Skeletons recovered from 
the Old Vicarage garden have been dated to the late 7th or 8th 
century, suggesting that a Christian church was established in the 
area at this time.  
The current church was founded in the latter part of the 11th 
Century.  The tower, the north door, with its carved tympanum, 
and the foundations of the north wall survive intact from that 
time.  The structure that you see today dates from the mid to 
late 13th Century when the south aisle was added.  The footprint 
has remained the same since that time, although since then the 
building has been successively capped by a cupola and a steeple 
before being returned to its original design of a traditional Norman 
tower.
Generations of villagers and lords of the manor have maintained 
this church and churchyard as a beautiful place and a haven of 
peace in our village.  
Can you spare some time or help maintain this tradition?



Historic buildings need an enormous amount of care and 
maintenance.  They also need champions, people to encourage 
their use and to promote their existence.  Churches are no 
exception and are generally cared for and managed by volunteers; 
they receive no external funding, apart from money from successful 
grant applications for major projects, and therefore rely heavily on 
voluntary donations to cover routine maintenance.
Shalfleet church has stood for around a thousand years and has 
been supported by the local community throughout its history.  
There have been good times and more challenging periods, but 
throughout, the church building and churchyard have remained 
at the centre of the village.  We believe that we need to keep the 
church and surrounding grounds central to our community, not 
only as a centre for worship, but also as a beautiful space that has 
witnessed so much of the history that has created the community 
that we have today.  We also believe that the maintenance of this 
building and the churchyard is a responsibility that extends beyond 
the church-going community to the wider population in the parish, 
especially those who are interested in preserving the heritage of 
the area for future generations.
The Shalfleet Church Fabric Restoration Trust, a registered 
charity, is setting up a ‘Friends of Shalfleet Church’ group.  The 
Fabric Trust already has been delegated the responsibility for 
the maintenance and repair of the church structure and was 
recently asked by the PCC to take over routine grass cutting and 
management of the churchyard.  It is the responsibility of the 
Fabric Trust to secure funding to carry out these tasks effectively.  
To date this has been successful through the award of several 
grants and numerous donations from local people, allowing us 
to undertake the major repairs to four of the large windows in the 
church.  The Friends group will have a brief to secure funding or 



physical support for the perhaps less glamourous tasks such as 
cutting the grass, fixing the roof and routine maintenance of the 
churchyard.  I say less glamourous, but churchyards in the UK 
provide some of the richest areas for biodiversity in the country.  
They have not been cultivated and have been largely free of 
pesticides for many years.  Shalfleet 
churchyard is well known both across 
the Isle of Wight and nationally for 
its lichens and range of plants, so 
partaking in the management of such 
an environmentally important area is 
an exciting project.
In order to ensure that the area is 
managed correctly, and in compliance 
with local opinion, the Fabric 
Trust is developing a Churchyard 
Management Plan.  This will be 
reviewed by the Trust, the PCC 
and the wider community before it 
is sent to the diocese for approval.  
This document will be the blueprint for all work carried out in the 
Churchyard and around the Village Hall.

The aims of the Friends group are fourfold:
1. To encourage local residents and the wider community to 

subscribe to the Friends Group.  The suggested annual 
subscription of £15 for individual members and £20 for a 
family will be used to help pay for maintenance tasks in in the 
building and churchyard.

2. To establish a mailing list of people who may be available 
to enjoy occasional working parties to assist in routine 
maintenance tasks.

3. To publish a regular newsletter outlining the work being carried 
out at the church and to publicise events that may be of 
interest to members.  



4. To encourage local schools and other young people’s 
organisations to visit the site and learn about our heritage and 
environment.

If you would like further information or would like to support 
the Friends of Shalfleet Church group, please fill in the enclosed 
application form, or contact us through the website.  Members will 
receive a small badge to commemorate their joining the group.  A 
full-size copy of the form is available online on the Shalfleet Church 
website:  www.shalfleetchurch.org/friends
In order to minimise administration, we ask that all members of 
the group pay by Standing Order; if this is impossible, then please 
contact the treasurer of the Fabric Trust (rhodpowell@btinternet.com) 
for alternatives.
Our bank details are:
Shalfleet Church Fabric Fund
Sort code: 30-95-99
A/c: 01737101

Thank you in advance for your support!

Rhod Powell
1 Mill Road
Shalfleet
PO30 4NE
rhodpowell@btinternet.com

www.shalfleetchurch.org/friends
info@shalfleetchurch.org


